The Life of al-Ghazali
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Imam Abu Hamid al-Ghazali was born in Tus, Khurasan.
His family was very poor.

Before his death, he made sure his sons were put under the care of a
local shaykh.

Even though this wise elder was not a scholar, he was very righteous,
‘Hamid and his brother Ahmed were very young.| honorable and filled with true knowledge.

When they got older, Abu Hamid and
) Ahmed entered a school in Gurgan.
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Gl Imam al-Ghazali was fortunate to have one of the greatest

scholars of Islam as a teacher, Imam al-Juwayni.
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Imam al-Ghazali

One day, Imam al-Ghazali was on his way to Bagdad with a caravan in the desert...

Stop! Give us your
money and valuables
or we /! #il/ yoa.’

Bandits were watching them
from behind a hill

AN VAR
No /)/eaée Zhis Aooé
contarns ev/eryz‘/p'nj A
have learned!! )

Then, all I have
Zo do is take that
Aoo,(’ Zo Sfr/?
yoa of all yoar
(nozu/edje ..

Al-Ghazali knew that this
bandit was sent by God

in order for him to learn
something meaningful. Since
that incident, he then began
to commit to memory every
single thing he studied.
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Ghazali turned out to be one of
| ‘ || 111 the most intelligent and smartest people of his day. He spoke both Persian and Arabic
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‘ ‘ ‘i ‘\ ‘ \ “ Ahmed eventually became a poet and a fagih. Imam al-
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H I “ beautifully. When he gave public lectures, people were in complete awe and amazed by “ “ “
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‘ ‘\‘ \SiEiA || ‘\‘ ‘ \ “ | ‘ ‘ At 34, he became the head of the most important and famous university in the entire “ \
‘\ \‘ ﬁ = \ ‘ | ‘ |  Muslim world. It was called the Nizamiyyah and was in Baghdad, Iraq. “ | |
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Imam al-Ghazali

==\
Day after day he would preach at people

to perform great deeds.
T T

he saw in his own heart.
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o do 3000/
a)/7// e I )
MySe/f don
practice iZ7
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I hawe to ch all th s “p /
T must BE all e mmjg
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But how Can Iﬁ)vc o)g
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One day, Imam al-Ghazali went to class and was standing in front of th¢ usual crowd of scholars and students.
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Imam al-Ghazali

But he was unable to utter a

({\single word out of his mouth.

S

11 the the doctors went to see him.
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/V/y CO//eagaeS and I Aave
reac hed the same conclusion.
The Imam's 5oa/y s perfeci/y
/'Iea/z‘hy. The loss of Ais QA/'//fy =
Zo 5/&@% 1S caused 5}/ whad we

believe to be a Sickness in his "‘
SOUL.
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This is defintely a Sigh £rom God...

I have Zo go acoay Noe!
Before /7 s oo /ate...
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And so Imam al-Ghazali set out on his long awaited
journey. He arranged everything for his wife and children

and told everyone he was going on Hajj. Little did they \ .

know that his voyage would actually be his way to find

the Truth, and most importantly his own true self. N\ \ \ \
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Imam al-Ghazali
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He spent the next ten years of his life traveling around the Muslim world. He lived in a state of total lowliness.
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The once great Imam al-Ghazali, the famous scholar and author, made a living now
by sweeping the floors of the Umayyad mosque in Damascus, Syria.
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One day, while a group of scholars was discussing his books, |
a man came to them with a question.

Ha!l Do you honestly 2hink I'm
50/)13 Zo believe you? ! 2he Jan/z'or? !

‘[I/)C “”Sbuer i ﬂﬂ;s
look. vp book 2, Fbjﬁ €3...

Excse me S
About ;ovr (/Uesﬁ’on
: SN
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But fearing people might discover who
he truly is, Imam al-Ghazali quickly

. @76@&.’ We's rij/zt I This is
What s so funny? @A%g%/le?

T hat Jaﬂ/lilor Z‘/wlnké he
knotos the anscoer to
ry guestion. Ye said
Zo /oo(’ a/ Aoo,(’ 2 /age
q3..1 Ha ha!

114



Imam al-Ghazali

His path then took him to Medina...
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He prayed at the Prophet’s mosque.
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He performed dhikr, slowly
detaching himself from this
world...

Together, they formed a beautiful circle of remembrance. They praised God and His Pro

&

all day and all night.
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When he was 48, Imam >  ‘
|| al-Ghazali went back home to
| his family in Tus, Khurasan.

During his journey, he wrote the
“Ihya ulum al-din”. Out of the 200
books he authored in his lifetime

this is one of the most important.
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Even though he had no intention of teaching again, the
ruler of Tus asked him to give a few public and private ..
classes. \
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